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TO  COLLECTORS 

I Lavo  jiiat  receivt'd  from  Paris  a large  invoice  of 
Cuius.  iUi  dals,  and  Tokens,  wliicb  I will  offer  to  col- 
lectors anil  dealers,  in  small  ur  large  lots,  at  the  most 
reasoiiidiie  terms;  in  fact,  I may  say,  at  prices  which 
defy  c impeiitiou.  The  principal  features  of  this  in- 
voice are:  Masonic  Medals.  English  Gold  Coins 

English  Silver  Coins.  Brunswick  and  others,  4, 
AND  5 Crown  Pieces,  War  M edals,  Swedish  Ci  pper 
Plate  Money.  2000  Bare  Copper  Coins,  .Ancient 
Greek  and  Kom  n Gold.  Silver  and  Bronze  Goins 
Early  American  and  Canada  Coins  etc  . etc 

Correspondence  solicited.  Address  Ed.  Frossard, 
Irvington,  N.  Y 

ANCIENT  COINS  FOR  SALE. 

Li'.t  of  Eichard  H.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  continued 
from  la.-t  nnmiier,  ot  whicti  .still  remain  nuiold.  Nos. 
2 ,3,  4.  6 7.  8 9.  10.  11,  12  13.  14  IG.  18,  20,  22.  23, 


28.  29.  30,  31,  32.  34,  3G  38.  39.  40.  41. 

43  Tr\jan  Ri'V.  Whield.  H.  B.  Fine ,|!1  50 

44  Saiuu.  Ri-v.  Coluai'j  of  I'lajan.  M B Fine,  1 75 

45  Hadrian  R-v.  Aniiona.  g.  b.  V.  fine....  1 50 
4!)  Ant-  ninds  Pids.  R-v.  Emperor  on  horse- 

liaek.  ji  B.  Fitie 1 75 

47  Same.  Rev.  Emperor  in  quadriga,  a.  B. 

Very  fine 3 50 

48  Marcus  Aurelius.  Rev.  Emperor  euciific- 

ing  G B Very  fine 1 75 

49  Same.  Rt-v.  Winged  ihnnderbolf.  m.  b. 

Fine 75 

50  Same.  R-  v.  viot  gehma,  in  wreath,  m b. 

Fine 1 00 

,51  Elagabalus.  Rev.  Emperor  sacrificing  at 

an  altar.  G.  b.  Fine 1 50 

52  Philippus.  Rev.  Child  on  elephant,  g,  b. 

Fine 2 00 

53  Probus.  Rev.  Trophy,  t.  b.  Very  fine 40 

54  Diocletian  Rev.  Monota.  m.  b Fine 30 

55  CoNSTANTUs  I.  Rev.  Moneta.  g.  b.  Very 

fine 40 

56  Maxbntius.  Rev.  Temple,  g.  b I’ine 30 

57  Constantine,  the  Great,  t.  b.  5 varieties. 

Fine 1 00 

58  Ceispus.  t.  b.  2 varieties;  fine 50 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  DENARII: 

59  Tra.ian.  Rev.  Column.  Very  fine 80 

GO  Same.  Rev.  Jupiter  protecting  Emperor. 

Fine 70 


61  Same.  Rev.  Arabia  and  camel.  Fine 70 

G2  Hadrian.  Rev.  Earth  with  rake  and 

plough.  Fine 1 00 

63  Antoninus  Pius.  Rev.  Column.  Fine 1 10 

64  Same.  Rev.  Hands  clasped.  Fine 60 

65  Septimus  Severus.  Rev.  Emp.  on  horse- 

back. Uucir 60 

66  Same.  Rev.  Neptune.  Uncir 80 

07  Julia  Domma.  Rev.  Luna  in  biga.  Fine,..  60 

68  Same.  Rev.  Venus  seated.  Uncir 50 

69  Cabacalla.  Rev.  Sains  raising  a fallen 

man.  Fine.  - . . 40 

70  Same.  Rev.  Emperor  and  standard  bearer.  50 

71  Same.  Rev.  Victory  with  shield  inscribed. 

VO  XX.  Fine • 75 

72  Philippus.  Rev.  Victoria  Carpica.  Uucir.  80 

73  Same.  3 varieties,  struck  in  the  year  1000 

of  the  foundation  of  the  city.  Very  fine,  1 75 

74  Traianus  Decius.  Rev.  Two  figures.  Very 

fine 35 

75  Tbebonianus  Gallus.  Rev.  Peace.  Fine..  30 

76  Valerianus.  Rev.  Fides  Militvm:.  Very  fine  30 

77  Gallienus.  2 varieties.  It’iije 40 

78  Same.  Rev.  Figures  sacrificing.  Fine 70 

79  Saloninus  Caesar.  Rev.  Infant  Jupiter 

rilling  the  goat  Amalthea.  Very  fine 30 

80  Tacitus.  Rev.  vbertas.  Fine 30 

81  Postnmus.  2 varieties 40 

82  Gratiauus.  Rev.  Inscription  in  wreath. 

Fine 80 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

83  Sandwich  Islands  Kalakaiia  I.  Dollar, 
half,  quarter  and  dime.  Brilliant;  nncir- 
cnluted.  A few  sutsfor  mle  to  collectors  at 


very  reasonable  prices.  4 pieces 

84  Siberia.  Catherine  II.  10,  5,  2,  1,  and  i 

Kopecs.  Very  fine.  The  set 3 00 

85  10  Kopees  as  in  last  No.  alone.  Size  28. 

Very  fine 1 00 

86  Coventry  half  penny  token.  Lady  Godiva 

on  horseback.  Several  dates  and  varieties. 

Good,  25c.;  fine,  50c.;  uncir 75 

87  Frank  D.  Andrews  Arrangement  of  U.  S. 

Copper  cents,  1816—1857.  Last  edition.  Pub- 
lished at  50c.  Postpaid 35 

88  J.  A.  Bolen’s  Medals,  Cards  and  fac-similes 

of  Colonial  coins,  etc.  1882.  Postpaid 20 

89  Virginia  1774.  Sbiiliug.  Bust  of  George 

III.  Rev.  Ornamental  shield;  Virginia. 

Very  fine  and  extremely  rare 80  00 


THE  1»^04 

(Written  tor  Xumisma.) 

(cmiliuued/roin  Mirch  number.) 

I was  perfectly  amazed  at  the  magnitude 
and  completeness  of  the  collection,  and  could 
not  refrain  from  expressing  my  astonishment, 
that  a man  apparently  as  busy  as  he  must  be 
could  still  find  sufficient  time  to  collect  all 
these  coins  and  especially  follow  such  an  ex 
act,  accurate,  and  apparently  scientific  sys- 
tem of  classification.  Houghton  explained 
that  his  success  was  due  to  three  causes; 
first,  almost  unlimited  resources  at  hand  to 
pay  the  extravagant  prices  asked  for  really 
rare  coins,  second,  the  honorable  and  ener- 
getic character  of  his  purchasing  agent 
abroad;  third,  the  fact  that  some  years  be- 
fore, while  sojourning  for  a short  time  in  one 
of  the  smaller  German  university  towns,  he 
had  casually  made  the  acquaintance,  in  a 
Kneipe,  of  a poor  beer-drinking  and  tobacco- 
smoking Gern'..",n,  who  made  his  living  by 
cataloguing  coins  at  starvation  rates  for  a 
large  Leopzig  firm.  This  man,  said  he,  could 
read  any  coin  at  sight.  To  test  his  skill  he 
had  given  him  several  Hindoo  rupees  of  bi- 
lingual inscription,  then  a gold  coin  struck 
by  the  Moors  in  Spain,  several  obscure  coins 
of  the  Middle  ages  and  a large  Chinese  tem- 
ple medal.  This  man  had  read  the  inscrip- 
tions and  placed  all  the  coins  with  scarcely 
any  effort.  Charmed  at  his  learning  and 
talent  he  had  engaged  him  at  a good  sal- 
ary, and  brought  him  over  to  New 
York. 

It  was  this  man,  who,  coming  for  a few 
hours  each  day,  had,  under  proper  supervis- 
vision,  arranged,  clas.'sified,  and  described  the 
coins,  and  complied  the  catalogue  of  the  col- 
lection which  was  eventually  to  be  publish- 
ed. 

1 have  now  shown  you  everything  I have, 
said  Houghton,  except  the  American  series. 
My  collection  of  American  coins  is  very 
complete,  in  fact,  I believe,  the  only  complete 
one  known.  I have  paid  special  attention 
to  coins  of  the  Colonies  and  of  the  United 
States,  not  only  because  I am  an  American, 
and  as  such  take  greater  interest  in  the  coin- 
age of  my  native  land  than  in  that  of  any 
other  country,  but  also  because  I do  not  at  all 
share  the  views  of  collectors  in  regard  to  the 


! artistic  merits  of  our  coinage.  Quite  to  the 
^ contrary.  I believe  that  American  coins 
I compare  favorably  with  the  coinages  of  other 
I modern  nations,  The  types  are  sufficiently 
I distinct  to  be  recognized  at  a glance  by  the 
most  inexperienced,  there  is  in  them  an  ap- 
propriate originality  of  conception  and  a 
charming  freedom  of  execution  which  har- 
monize with  our  political  and  social  aspira- 
tions. The  tyranny  of  heraldry  does  not 
rule  over  us,  nor  are  we  bound,  by  long  es- 
tablished usage,  to  follow  the  beaten  paths, 
and  repeat  on  our  coins  the  unmeaning  leg- 
end, the  ambitious  title,  the  pompous  attrib- 
ute. When  freed  from  foreign  rule  we  in- 
scribed the  word  “Liberty”  upon  our  coins, 
but  when  civil  dissention  threatened  our  na- 
tional existence  we  had  the  courage  to  place 
the  words  “In  God  we  trust”  upon  them. 
And  thou,  chaste  goddess  Liberty,  thou 
emblem  of  freedom  gained,  long  may  thy 
gentle  face  be  stamped  on  each  coin  of  the 
Republic;  may  thy  simple  virtues  always  be 
be  ours,  and  never  an  American  dare  deny 
thee,  turn  his  head  from  thee  in  shame,  or 
endeavor  to  hurl  thee  from  thy  lofty  pedes- 
tal 1 

Our  pattern  pieces  are  sufficiently  varied 
in  detign  to  be  of  the  highest  interest  and 
fo>'m  an  important  part  in  my  American  ser- 
ies. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  exist, 
and  that  they  are  not  to  be  had  from  the 
mint,  each  year,  like  proof  sets.  But  I have 
certainly  been  unusually  fortunate  in  obtain- 
ing many  very  beautiful  and  extremely  rare 
pattern  coins.  Here,  for  instance,  is  a set, 
comprising  a crown  and  a half  crown  of  gold, 
a dollar,  shilling  and  groat  of  silver,  and  a 
doit  of  copper,  issued  as  essays  in  Baris, 
1782,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  financier  Rob- 
ert Morris.  The  type,  an  Indian,  holding 
aloof  a crown  inscribed  “Liberty,”  is  very 
appropriate  and  unlike  any  orher  design  af- 
terwards suggested  or  adopted,  but  the  leg- 
end “Confederation  of  North  America”  has, 
1 think,  been  advantageously  replaced  by  the 
words  “United  States.’’  I obtained  this  set 
from  a regular  coin  dealer  in  Baris.  Though 
an  expert  in  ancient  and  medieved  coins,  he 
evidently  knew  very  little  about  our  history 
and  coinage,  for  he  sold  it  to  me  as  a regular 
issue  of  the  American  mint  of  that  year,  and 
no  doubt  considered  the  500  francs  received 


a full  equivalent  of  its  value.  Whence  hej 
obtained  this  beautiluland  unique  set,  I nev- 
er was  able  to  ascertain  ! 

As  to  our  Colonial  coins  they  certainly 
form,  from  my  point  ol  view,  the  most  inter- 
esting and  valuable  part  of  my  collection. 
Springing  from  the  two  most  advanced  na- 
tions of  the  old  world,  England  and  France, 
these  various  issues  combine  many  of  the 
good  points  of  each  with  the  almost  rus- 
tic simplicity  ot  the  native  mind  and  talent, 
thus  forming  a most  attractive  field  for  inves- 
tigation and  study.  I mustconless  that  more 
real  difficulties  were  met  here  than  in  form 
ing  any  other  part  of  my  collection.  The 
scant  sources  of  supply,  the  eagerness  of  col 
lectors  to  obtain  the  best  specimens,  the 
greediness  of  dealers,  the  stubborn  resist- 
ance of  owners,  all  these  combining,  made 
the  work  slow,  difficult  and  expensive.  But 
time,  opportunity  and  money  overcome  all 
difficulties.  That  shrewd  old  fox  Glenward, 
who  has  probably  handled  more  rare  Ameri- 
can coins  than  any  other  living  man,  recently 
assured  me  that  my  collection  of  Colonial 
coins  contains  more  rare  and  fine  coins  than 
all  the  other  collections  in  the  country  com- 
bined. To  be  sure,  he  had  first  pocketed  my 
cheque  for  $12,500,  paid  him  for  selections 
made  by  me  from  four  important  cabinets 
purchased  by  him,  but  1 never  had  reason  to 
doubt  his  word,  and  flatter  myself  that  he 
was  right. 

Have  you  the  Confederatio  series  com- 
plete, the  Rosa  Americana  two  pence  of  1733, 
the  Gioriam  Regni  1-4  crown,  and  other 
coins  of  that  rarity  ? 

Yes  indeed — here  are  all  of  them,  though 
in  different  drawers.  My  Carolina 
and  New  England  Elephant  pieces  go  with 
the  English  Colonial,  so  do  the  Summer  Is- 
land coins,  of  which,  by  the  way,  I have  quite 
a number.  The  Gioriam  Regni  1-4  and  1-12 
crown,  and  the  2 sous  d’Amerique  belong  to 
the  French  Colonial  series.  My  series  of 
French-American  jetons  fill  nearly  an  entire 
drawer  and  are  among  my  most  highly  prized 
rarities.  Besides  these  1 have  a really  large 
number  of  tokens,  jetons,  and  medals  rela- 
ting to  Colonies  in  America,  which,  sooner  or 
later,  will  be  described,  and  then  adopted  by 
American  collectors. 


Mow  are  your  mint  series,  have  you  the 
American  gold,  silver,  and  copper  coinage 
complete  ? 

Quite  so;  as  far  as  I know,  they  are  com- 
plete, and  as  I do  not  collect  slight  varia- 
tions in  dies,  I know  of  little  to  add.  I have 
all  the  principal  varieties  of  cents,  of  half- 
cents,  in  perfect  condition,  my  gold  coins 
number  over  500,  and  comprise,  I believe 
every  date  of  issue,  every  type,  and  all  the 
private  issues  of  Carolina,  Georgia,  California, 
of  the  Mormons,  and  others  in  the  great  West. 

I also  have  the  entire  series  of  dollars,  halves, 
quarters,  dimes,  half-dimes,  etc.  Sayiny  this 
Frank  pulled  out  3 or  4 drawers,  a little  shor- 
ter than  the  others,  and  reaching  with  his 
hand  pressed  a spring  which  opened  a small 
inner  steel  box.  There,  said  he,  bringing 
out  an  oval  morocco  case,  is  a coin  I have 
rarely  shown  any  one.  Look  at  it  ! I took 
the  case  in  my  hand;  on  the  top,  in  small  gold 
letters,  was  the  inscription. 

Presented  to 

FI1.4NK  S.  HOUGHTON,  E!3Q’BE. 
on  the  oceaslon  of  his  visit  at  the 
NATIONAL  MINT  IN  PHILADELPHIA 
JULY  4th  1804, 
his  fortieth  birthday. 

Elias  Boddinot,  Dihectok. 

The  case  contained  a brilliant  nearly  proof 
dollar  of  1804,  perfectly  struck,  the  bust  of 
Liberty  in  almost  high  relief,  the  date,  leg- 
end, and  reverse  sharp,  the  milling  strong 
and  regular,  the  edge  lettered. 

Now,  said  Frank,  as  I handed  him  the 
piece  with  exclamations  of  surprise  and  de- 
light that  he  should  be  the  possessor  of  such 
a rare  and  beautiful  coin,  I cannot  show 
you  my  entire  collection  to-night,  but  when- 
ever you  have  an  idle  hour  in  the  evening,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  meet  you  again,  and  to  show 
you  all  I have,  but  I can  perhaps  interest  and 
amuse  you  by  giving  you  the  history  of  this 
coin,  which,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  was 
the  corner-stone  of  my  success  in  life,  and 
through  it  we  may  again  recognize  how 
events,  most  trifling  in  themselves,  influence 
and  shape  our  destiny. 

Frank  closed  his  safe,  then  we  lit  cigars, 
drank  each  other’s  health  in  a glass  of  am- 
ber colored  Tokay,  and  reclining  in  a com- 
fortable arm-chair,  I gave  myself  up  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  hour. 

{to  be  continued.^ 
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SON  NETT. 

ON  THE  MEDALLIC  COLLECTION  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  FRANCE. 
Herein  are  valor  and  high  purpose  shown. 

And  here  are  eyes  that  gleamed  with  bitter  hate, 

And  hands  that  reddened  like  a sanguine  late. 

And  lips  that  ne'er  to  speak  a truth  were  known, 

These  are  the  men,  who,  sitting  on  a throne. 

Won  scorn  or  love  by  actions  base  or  great, 

And  blessed  or  cursed  the  wide  extended  state. 

They  hold  their  heritage,  and  theirs  alone. 

■ And  what  Is  left  from  out  the  flying  years. 

That  build  the  tombs  where  slumber  all  our  Fames? 
Lo,  this  alone,  that  tney  met  death  and  pain. 

And  knew  the  blight  of  passion  and  of  tears — 

And  tour  contrasted  and  resplendent  names, 

Napoleon,  Henry,  Louis,  Charlemagne  I 

thos.  S.  Collier. 


Mr.  Edward  Cogan,  not  inappropriately 
surnamed  “the  father  of  the  coin  trade  in 
America,”  died  of  paralysis  of  the  brain,  at 
an  advanced  age,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  April 
7 last. 

Mr.  Cogan  was  an  Englishman  by  birth, 
the  son  of  a most  estimable  and  respected 
clergyman.  He  was  a man  of  fine  physique, 
of  genial  temperament,  of  sound  and  correct 
judgment,  most  honorable  in  his  dealings, 
and  admirably  adapted  for  the  business  which 
kept  him  so  busy  for  many  successive  years. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  Mr.  Cogan  was 
nearly  50  years  of  age  when  he  first  did  bus- 
iness in  coins,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
located.  Possessing  the  necessary  natural 
tastes,  a good  education,  and  great  experience 
of  life,  his  progress  from  his  very  first  trans- 
action was  marked,  and  his  name  soon  be- 
came a household  word  among  collectors. 
Quick  to  perceive  the  quality  of  coins,  of  an 
impartial  and  unbiased  disposition,  his  coin 
sale  catalogues,  of  which  he  issued  probably 


over  too,  were  always  considered  as  most 
reliable,  his  descriptions  unquestioned,  and 
those  who  bought  of  him  or  through  him, 
rarely  found  occasion  to  regret  the  transac- 
tion, but  rather  to  congratulate  themselves 
when  ultimate  results  were  reached.  Many 
of  our  very  best  collections  were,  and  are 
still,  in  one  sense,  the  result  of  his  good  taste, 
fidelity,  and  reliability.  To  show  the  high 
esteem  in  which  Mr.  Cogan  was  held  by  our 
best  collectors,  the  fact  may  be  cited  that  he 
was  made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Archaeological  and  Numismatic  Society, 
an  honor  never  before  or  since  conferred  on 
a coin  dealer.  He  died  peacefully,  surround- 
ed by  his  entire  family  of  wife,  six  sons  . 
and  one  daughter. 

THE  SUMMER  ISLAND  GOLD  COIN. 

Since  the  first  description  of  this  certainly 
very  curious  and  remarkable  coin,  published 
in  Numisma  for  November  1883,  we  have 
heard  or  read  nothing  about  it,  except  a 
brief  notice  under  the  head  of  “Editorial”  in 
the  columns  of  our  talented  and  able  senior, 
the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics. 

VVe  regret  to  take  issue  with  this  paper, 
yet  with  due  respect  to  the  adverse  opinion 
expressed,  remain  firm  in  the  opinion  that 
this  coin  cannot  be  utterly  condemned  and 
rejected  simply  because  "an  examination  of 
the  coin  by  one  of  the  publishing  committee 
of  the  Journal  did  not  lead  him  to  accept  it 
as  an  original.’’ 

The  inference  drawn  from  the  brief  notice 
in  the  Journal,  if  we  understand  it  correctly, 
is  that  the  coin  is  spurious  because  it  is  not 
described  by  Capt.  John  Smith,  the  hero  of 
so  many  miraculous  escapades,  and  an  au- 
thor of  questioned  authority,  nor  by  any  sub- 
sequent writer  on  English  Colonial  coins. 

But  even  if  we  accept  John  Smith  as  an 
authority,  the  fact  that  he  had  not  heard  of 
this  coinage  proves  nothing,  unless  we  con- 


cede  that  what  he  did  not  see  or  describe  did 
not  exist, — an  absurdity.  That  subsequent 
writers  do  not  mention  a gold  coinage  for  the 
Summer  or  Hog  Island  is  certainly  strange, 
but  the  coin  may  nevertheless  have  existed 
and  remained  unknown  to  this  day.  It  is 
but  a short  time  since  a threepence  of  the 
Summer  Island  coinage  was  discovered.  This 
III  pence  was  previously  entirely  unknown 
to  every  English  and  American  Numisma- 
tist, but  its  authenticity  has  not  been  ques- 
tioned in  any  quarter,  and,  unless  we  are 
grosly  misinformed,  the  III  pence  was  at 
once  accepted  as  a valuable  link  in  the  coin- 
age, and  collectors  are  eagerly  looking  for 
other  specimens  ot  the  same  denomination. 

In  general  appearance  and  style  of  work, 
so  similar  to  that  of  the  copper  coins,  the 
XX  shilling  or  soverign  bears  on  its  face 
good  evidence  of  genuineness. 

That  the  coin  is  most  probably  not  of  re- 
cent manufacture  is  almost  proved  by  the 
fact  that  it  formed  part  of  a miscellaneous  lot 
from  an  old  collection  at  Masfdeburg,  Prussia, 
that  it  was  described  in  the  invoice  as  an  old 
Bermuda  medal,  and  that  no  great  valuation 
was  placed  upon  it 

The  spelling  of  the  legend  Sommer  I- 
LANDS  conforms  with  the  spelling  of  the  leg- 
end in  the  VI  pence,  where  the  s of  Island 
is  ommitted,  while  it  is  found  in  the  shilling. 
Since  the  shilling  has  been  much  better 
known  and  is  more  common  than  the  six- 
pence, is  it  at  all  likely  that  a modern  forger, 
imitating  an  obscure  English  coin,  would  pur- 
posely leave  out  a letter  in  a word,  when  his 
model  most  probably  contained  that  letter  } 
This  is  an  important  point,  and  due  weight 
should  be  given  to  it. 

Again,  conceding  the  XX  shilling  not  to 
have  been  struck  by  the  same  authority  and 
at  the  same  time  as  the  shilling  and  its  frac- 
tional parts,  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  ne- 
cessities of  trade  may  have  determined  some 


firm  or  individual,  who  had  perhaps  a few  of 
; the  specimens  in  his  possession,  to  make  a 
coin  of  a pattern  acceptable  to  English 
trades,  in  the  West  Indies  and  on  the  North 
Ameriean  coast,  and  that  after  one  or  more 
had  been  struck  the  undertaking  was  aban- 
doned. So  much  and  perhaps  more  can  be 
said  in  favor  of  the  coin,  but  mindful  of  the 
fact  that  hasty  judgment,  and  conclusions  are 
rarely  correct  and  that  the  coin  stands  re- 
jected by  excellent  judges  it  may  be  well  to 
pause  and  to  suspend  the  expression  of  a 
decided  opinion  until  more  of  its  pedigree 
and  history  is  known. 

In  the  meanwhile,  it  is  suggested  to  Mr. 
Low,  the  present  owner  of  the  coin,  who  only 
desires  to  reach  those  positive  conclusions 
which  would  enable  him  to  guarantee  the 
coin  as  authentic,  or  i eject  it  as  spurious,  that 
he  request  the  President  of  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Society,  or,  if  he  prefer,  of  the 
Boston  Society,  to  appoint  a committee  of 
investigation,  to  whom  he  would  surrender 
the  piece,  submitting  at  the  same  time  all 
that  he  knows  about  it.  This  committee 
would  make  a searching  examination  upon 
all  facts  known  and  pass  a favorable  or  un- 
favorable, but  final  opinion  upon  the  same^ 
Until  this  or  something  like  this  is  done  Nu- 
misma  will  be  rather  inclined  to  accept  the 
coin  than  to  reject  it. 


NUMISMA  TIC  CORRESPONDENCE. 

New  York,  April  28th. 

Editor  Ndmisma,  kc. : 

As  a collector,  I am  always  interested  in 
having  all  coin§  properly  classified.  With 
this  idea,  I write  you  these  few  lines,  to  bring 
to  your  notice,  and  that  of  your  readers,  the 
true  position  of  the  Columbia  farthings.  They 
have  hitherto  always  been  catalogued  and 
classed  with  the  coins  of  South  America. 
This  is  to  my  mind  an  error.  The  only  coun- 
try in  South  America  which  has  ever  used 


is  the  United  States  of  CoUmbia,  spelt  with 
two  O’s,  as  is  correct  in  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage. Were  there  but  one  type  of  these 
coins,  we  might  believe  that  the  U was  in- 
serted by  error,  or  through  ignorance  of  the 
coiner.  But  as  there  are  si.x  or  more  types,  it 
is  hardly  possible  that  the  error  should  so  often 
be  repeated.  Besides,  the  name  Columbia 
has  always  been  applied  to  North  America, 
or  parts  of  North  America,  as  in  the  name 
“British  Columbia,’’  or  in  the  song,  “Hail 
Cob/mbia,”  (which  surely  does  not  belong  to 
South  America,)  and  other  instances  too 
numerous  to  mention.  Now,  why  the  Co- 
Iwmbia  farthings  should  be  placed  as  be- 
longing to  CoUmbia,  I do  not  exactly  see.  I 
maintain  that  they  should  be  placed  with  the 
Canadian  tokens,  or  rather  with  those  numer- 
ous tokens,  penny,  half-penny  and  farthing, 
which  manufactured  in  Birmingham  for  the 
English  Colonies,  were  used  almost  exclu- 
sively in  the  British  possessions  of  North 
America. 

The  head  on  the  obverse  of  these  coins  is 
evidently  intended  for  that  of  Wellington, 
(with,  I believe,  only  one  exception,)  and 
the  word  “Columbia”  is  spelt  as  it  always  has 
been,  and  is,  by  English  speaking  nations. 

The  figure  on  the  reverse  resembles  close- 
ly that  of  Britannia,  on  the  regular  coinage  of 
Great  Britain;  also  that  of  Commerce  and  of 
Justice  on  many  English  coins  and  tokens. 
The  shield  at  the  side  of  this  figure,  is  orna- 
mented with  the  English  Union  Jack,  or 
combination  of  the  crosses  of  St.  George  and 
St.  Andrew  and  in  fact  the  whole  appear- 
ance of  the  coin  always  reminds  one  of  the 
many  tokens  made  in  England  for  the  use  of 
any  of  her  Colonies  that  might  require  them. 

The  farthing  is  of  considerable  interest  to 
the  collector  as  the  distinct  varieties  are  Hu- 
morous. 1 have  already  succeeded  in  ac- 
quiring seventeen  varieties  of  it,  and  I hope 
some  coliectors  have  gathered  even  a larger 


number. 

I hope  you  will  take  this  ground  with  me 
and  urge  this  matter,  as  it  will  do  much  to 
enrich  the  Canadian  series  which  is  even 
now  so  rich  and  interesting  The  farthing.s 
too,  alway  look  so  out  of  place  when  with  any 
of  the  South  American  series,  resembling 
none  of  them,  that  I have  seen  in  any  re- 
spect. Who  will  point  out  any  of  their 
South  American  points  ? 

Columbia  with  an  U, 


The  following  extract  of  a letter,  lately  re- 
ceived, confirms  what  we  have  previously  said 
about  the  so-called  Sandham  collection, 
claimed  to  have  been  sold  by  H.  P.  Smith,  in 
New  York,  January  last:  “As  regards  the 

Sandham-Cushing  sale,  I do  not  know  why 
the  former  name  is  appended  to  the  catalogue, 
as  I do  not  believe  that  Sandham  ever  owned 
more  than  three  or  four  pieces  in  the  collec- 
tion, and  those  were  only  ordinary  medals 
that  did  not  average  more  than  one  dollar 
each.  Some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  when 
Sandham  finally  retired  from  the  ranks  of  the 
army  of  numismatists,  I purchased  the  bal- 
ance of  his  collection  for  S400.  Pie  pre- 
viously sold  through  Mr.  Hall  the  largest 
portion  of  his  collection  at  auction  in  Mon- 
treal. Kindly  remove  the  siur  thus  cast  on 
Canadian  collectors,  who,  although  they  can- 
not claim  to  possess  collections  like  Parish, 
Parmelee  and  others  in  the  South,  can  in 
their  own  way  lay  claim  to  strong  numis- 
matist tastes.” 

Vexator  Canadensis. 


COIN  SALES. 

February  2^,  26,  27,  2g,  29.  Medallic  col- 
lection of  Isaac  E.  Wood,  Esq.,  of  New  York. 
Part  II.  2871  lots.  Catalogue  by  Ed.  Fros- 
sard;  sold  at  Bangs  & Co.,  New  York.  We 
must  refer  those  of  our  readers  who  desire  to 
be  acquainted  vvilh  the  details  of  the  sale  of 


this  fine  collection,  so  rich  in  Washington 
medals,  Presidential  and  political  medals, 
and  American  tokens  and  medals  in  general, 
to  the  priced  catalogue,  of  which  copies  prin- 
ted on  thick  paper  and  priced,  can  still  be 
had  from  us  at  $1.25.  In  general  it  may  be 
observed  that  the  result  was  a surprise  to 
everybody.  American  medals  for  some  reason 
have  lately  been  neglected,  but  although  the 
prices  realized  for  some  of  the  large  and  rare 
ones  were  almost  absurd!)-  low,  all  the  small 
and  more  common  ones,  of  which  there  was 
an  immense  number,  sold  at  really  excellent 
figures,  and  we  know  of  several  collectors 
who  generally  bid  fair  but  rather  low  prices 
on  medals  who  came  out  with  only  two  or 
three  purchases  on  several  pages  of  bids. 
The  Washington  medals  brought  in  general 
excellent  prices;  the  numismatic  and  other 
books  which  it  was  supposed  would  bring 
about  $650  sold  for  over  $1200  alone.  Total 
proceeds  of  sale  about  jS38oo. 

March  5.  Coins,  medals,  paper  money, 
stamps,  etc.,  the  property  of  several  collec 
tors.  465  lots.  Catalogue  by  Chas.  Steiger 
wait,  and  sold  by  him  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

March  4,  5,  6.  Gold,  silver  and  copper 
coins  and  medals,  principally  from  the  cabi- 
nets of  Messrs.  Winslow  J.  Howard  and 
Francis  Holstein.  2204  lots.  Catalogue  by 
W.  E.  Woodward;  sold  at  Bangs  & Co. 

March  "j,  8.  Numismatic  library,  marble 
statuary,  Japanese  netsukes,  bric-a-brac,  a 
few  coins,  pre-historic  stone  relics,  etc.  1023 
lots.  Catalogue  by  W.  E.  Woodward;  sold 
at  Bangs  & Co. 

March  14.  Silver  cabinet  of  P'oreign  and 
American  coins,  the  property  of  J.  W. 
March,  Esq.,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois.  613 
lots.  Catalogue  by  Ed.  Frossard;  sold  at 
Bangs  & Co.  A special  edition,  printed  on 
thick  paper,  and  illustrated  by  3 heliotype 
plates  was  issued.  A few  copies,  priced  in 
ink  can  still  be  had  from  us  at  50  cents  each; 


This  collection  being  entirely  composed  of 
superior  coins  and  medals  in  silver,  attracted 
considerable  attention,  and  many  buyers  were 
represented  at  the  sale.  We  quote  the  fol- 
lowing: Ferdinand  II  and  P'leonora,  1622, 
double  crown,  9.;  Brunswick,  1620,  10  crown 
piece,  57.;  set  of  7 bell  thalers,  28.;  do.  1657 
and  1660,  4 crown  pieces,  29.  each;  Rebel 
dollar  of  Formosa,  13.50;  Commissariat  dol- 
lar of  Amoy,  9.25;  Peel  Castle  token  ior  5 
shillings,  6,;  France,  Louis  XIII  and  XIV 
crowns,  @ S-25;  Monaceo,  1837,  5 francs, 
5.25;  crowns  of  Russian  czars  averaged 
about  4.50  each,  one  of  Ivan  III  selling  at 
7.25;  a massive  medal  of  the  Imperial  Astro- 
nomical Observatory  at  bt.  Petersburg  sold 
for  11.50;  a double  crown  of  Philip  II  of 
Spain,  8.50;  Genevese  reformation  medal, 
size  39,  6.50,  etc.  Three  ancient  coins  with- 
drawn from  the  sale  at  the  suggestion  of  two 
New  York  dealers,  who  thought  that  they 
detected  something  very  wrong  about  them, 
were  afterwards  declared  to  be  genuine  be- 
yond the  shadows  of  doubt.  An  1873  pat- 
tern set  of  trade  dollars,  plain  edge,  acciden- 
tally omitted  from  the  catalogue,  was  bought 
by  Mr.  Steigerwalt  for  ^31.  Total  proceeds 
of  sale,  ^1483.61. 

April  8,  9.  Catalogue  of  American  and 
Foreign  coins.  948  lots.  Catalogue  by  H. 
G.  Sampson;  sold  at  Geo.  A.  Leavitt  & Co., 
New  York.  The  best  part  of  this  collection 
consisted  of  a fine  and  rather  large  lot  of  gold 
coins,  American  and  Foreign,  many  of  which 
sold  at  excellent  prices.  We  quote  the  fol- 
lowing: 185 1,  California  octogonal  50  dollar 

piece,  64.50;  eagle,  1795  and  ’98,  each  18.; 
Pike’s  Peak  ten  dollar  piece,  uncirculated, 
16.50;  Mormon  ten  dollar,  1849,  poor,  16.00; 
five,  do  fine,  9.25,  and  two  and  a half  8.25;  Mor- 
mon five  dollars,  i860,  6.00;  Oregon  Ex- 
change Co.,  five  dollars,  8.75;  James  I,  five 
guinea  piece,  32.;  a decuple  ducat  of  Ferdi- 
nand III  of  Germany,  1646,  29.50,  etc. 


April  23.  Miscellaneous  coins,  medals,  In- 
dian implements,  autographs,  etc.  546  lots. 
Catalogue  by  John  W.  Haseltine,  (JjZ  sale), 
sold  at  Bangs  & Co. 

April  24,  25,  26.  Coins,  medals,  pre-his- 
toric  relics,  etc.  The  Springfield  collection. 
I494  lots.  Catalogue  by  W.  E,  Woodward; 
sold  at  Bangs  & Co. 

April  26.  C.  L.  Stake  held  on  that  day 
another  of  his  sales  at  Dayton,  O. 

COMING  SALES. 

Part  IV  of  the  Anthon  collection,  compris- 
ing all  the  antique  coins,  was  sold  at  Bangs 
& Co  , on  51I1  and  6th  inst.  The  cata- 
logue, by  Gaston  P'enardent,  is  in  every  re- 
spect the  very  best  of  its  kind  ever  published 
in  America.  Our  next  number  will  contain 
a full  review  of  this  sale. W.  E .Wood- 

ward sells  the  collection  bought  by  him  from 
J.  N.  T.  Levick,  at  Bangs  & Co.,  26.  27,  28 
and  29th  inst.  Catalogues  can  now  be  had 

from  him  at  ioc.,  to  pay  for  the  postage. 

Ed.  P'rossard  has  a sale  of  fine  ancient  and 
modern  coins  at  Bangs  & Co.,  on  15  and  16 
inst.  Catalogues  can  be  had  free  of  charge 
from  us,  coin  dealers  in  general,  and  the  auc- 
tioneers.  The  Warner  sale  will  take  place 

at  Bangs  & Co.,  on  the  9th  of  June  and  fol- 
lowing days. 

numisma  tic  gossip. 

No  more  advertisements  will  for  the  pres- 
ent be  inserted  in  Numisma. Our  inqui- 

ries about  the  missing  Bro.  Mason,  late  of 
Philadelphia,  have  met  with  a response  from 
235  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he 

has  located  as  a coin  and  stamp  dealer. 

Part  V of  the  late  Prof.  Anthon’s  cabinet  will 

be  sold  during  the  fall  of  the  present  year. 

Mr.  1 1.  G.  Sampson,  in  connection  with  his 
business  as  a dealer  in  coins,  medals,  stamp.s, 
etc.,  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  over 
20  years,  has  established  a real  estate  and  in- 


surance agency  at  91  Bush  wick  Avenue., 
Brooklyn,  E.  D.  A busy  man,  and  a reliable 

man. During  the  night  of  Feb.  14th  last, 

the  office  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Brainerd,  675,  St. 
Clair  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  burglarized, 
and  a fine  collection  of  American  and  Foreign 
coins  stolen. P'or  queer  and  curious  numis- 

matic news  see  the  P'ebruary  Number  of  the 

Old  Curiosity  Shop. -The  catalogue  of 

electrotypes  of  Ancient  coins  purchased  by 
the  American  Numismatic  and  Archaeological 
Society  is  out.  The  names  of  the  64  sub- 
scribers, who  raised  the  gi200  required,  are 
published  on  a title  page.  The  secretary  of 
the  Society  has  published  a handsome  pamph- 
let containing  the  proceedings  of  their  Quar- 
ter Centennial  meeting  held  March  20,  1883. 

A collector  lately  sent  us  a rubbing 

of  a 1793  wreath  cent,  with  incuse  im- 
pression of  the  obverse  on  reverse. 

H.  P.  Smith,  Numisma’s  “Coin  Boss,’’  is  a 
lucky  man.  With  a sagacious  weather-eye 
constantly  open,  he  rarely  misses  the  oppor- 
tunity to  turn  an  honest  penny.  P'or  $6  cash, 
he  lately  purchased  an  uncirculated  1822 
half  eagle,  valued  by  him  at  $500,  and  of 
which  only  one  other  specimen  is  said  to 
exist.  Several  so-called  New  York  “coin 
experts”  had  the  opportunity  to  purchase  this 
half  eagle  at  the  same  price,  before  Smith  saw 
it,  but  all  thought  it  was  too  high  priced  ! — 
Lucky  Smith — foolish  experts,  had  you  paid 
more  attention  to  the  coinage  of  your  native 
land,  and  less  to  that  of  the  Fing-fang-fung 
dynasty,  the  $494  profit  would  have  now 
been  jingling  in  yffur  instead  of  Smif/is 

pocket. Mr.  J.  C.  Hills,  Hartford,  Conn, 

sends  us  the  rubbing  of  a fine  1796  half 

cent  without  staff  to  liberty  cap. Mr.  H. 

W.  Barratt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  has  in 
his  possDSsion  a “Vermontensium”  cent  of  a 
variety,  he  s.ays,  unknown  to  Crosby, 
there  being  eight  trees  instead  of  seven 
or  nine,  the  usual  number  found. 


